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Witness No. 185  
 
Witness’s name and surname: Withheld  
Sex: Male 
The place about which he is testifying: Withheld 
Type of testimony before the Tribunal: Withheld  
 
 
I am a close relative of the Imam Jomeh (Friday prayer-leader) of our city. I know, from what I 
heard directly from the Imam Jomeh, that a few hundred ruffians of our city were brought on to 
the streets in our city’s November protests to suppress the protesters. Those ruffians had come 
on motorbikes, equipped with daggers and brass knuckles, to suppress the people. Some of them 
were murderers. Many of them were condemned to long-term prison sentences. They had a 
meeting with the chiefs of Intelligence of our city and the Imam Jomeh. They came out on the 
streets after coordinating with these authorities.  
 
I also know that one of the commanders of the Tehran Special Unit said clearly and directly that: 
“We will go forward and shoot those who are protesting. The bullets of our weapons are assault 
bullets, we will not shoot on the leg but above the waist.” 
 
I know the situation of our city’s prisons after the November protests. I visited some of those 
prisons. Cells were very cold, held a single-person, and had special doors. Some cells had small 
doors and high ceilings. Cameras came down from the ceiling, low enough to be able to see the 
prisoner. The prisoner would be instructed walk backwards towards the door. When he got to 
the door, he would be asked to stick his back to the door and spread his hands out sideways. 
Then, he would be handcuffed. There was a rectangular device below which would fetter his legs 
and his eyes would be blindfolded. Then, the prisoner would be brought outside. There was 
another type of cell. They were like tombstones. Prisoners would be made to sleep on it for a 
month or two. He had no choice but to sleep on the stone that looked like a tombstone. This 
would break him down psychologically.  
 
One of the prison physicians said, “We initially keep the prisoners in cells and tell them that they 
will be released. This makes them think that they will be released tomorrow, the day after 
tomorrow, or the day after that. We monitor them through the camera for a week, ten days, or 
two weeks. We bring false news to some of them about their families; we would say his mother 
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is unhappy and cries; his brother is like this or like that. Agents would go to their neighbourhoods 
and make inquiries from the neighbours and collect some information. The initial information 
about prisoners are obtained through Basij or the security section of offices and the prisoners 
are put under pressure on that basis.” 
 
When the prisoners are in bad mental condition, they are given pills. Those pills are 
Benzodiazepine and Barbiturates. There is another pill about which the physician said: “This 
prevents delirium. They must learn not to come to the streets and rave and rant.” I heard some 
of the interrogators say, “Some of those prisoners did not survive.” They died because of the 
medication or mental pressure. I was told, in another cell, that a prisoner had died that day. One 
of the prison doctors told me that the reason for his death was medical manipulation. Another 
detainee had a certain disease. The painkiller given to him did not agree with him. But his family 
was told that he was in the hospital when he died. They wrote the same thing on his medical 
certificate. They told me that several other prisoners also died because of those pills.  
 
The protests were suppressed with a great deal of difficulty. Many persons were killed. They told 
the families that corpses would be returned to them on the condition that cause of death is 
described as, for instance, accident, or syncope, or cardiac arrest. They said that when you hand 
over the corpses, that is how you should do it. Alternatively, you go there (to cemetery), wash 
the body, shroud it, bury it, put a tombstone, cover the grave with dust, and come back. They 
even said to pour cement over the graves so we feel at ease, so the chapter is closed for once for 
all. The families of the dead persons were required to go to the Governorate’s security council to 
take possession of the corpses. The Governor is the commander of the security council. The 
public prosecutor is also under the jurisdiction of the Governorate in emergency situations. 
Whatever the Governor says, the public prosecutor follows. But, in a red alert situation, everyone 
is under the jurisdiction of the Sepah commander. Even the Intelligence Department and the 
Army, on the basis of provincial security council’s approvals, are governed by the Sepah’s 
commander and the representative of the Vali-e Faghih (Jurisconsult). In other words, the 
representative of the Jurisconsult and the commander of the Sepah make decisions jointly. The 
Governorate at that time was entirely in Sepah’s hands.  
 
Subsequently, many of the officers told us in their private gatherings that they had personally 
killed someone. One officer of a police station told me that his forces killed more than 20 
protesters. The commander of another police station said that he killed six persons. 70-80 
persons were shot by Basijis. The Special Unit forces also fired assault bullets at the people.  
 


